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Highland Lake Watershed
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Watershed
All of the land that drains or sheds its water into the lake.
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Pollution Sources
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Past
Point source pollution 
discharged from pipe

Present
Now polluted runoff from 
many smaller, diffuse 
sources
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Forested Watershed Developed Watershed

5 to 10 times the amount of phosphorus 

in the runoff from the developed area.
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Phosphorus Sources
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Atmosphere

Manure 

Pet waste

Fertilizers

Septic waste

Soil Erosion



Water Quality Impacts
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Excess algae growth

Less clear water

Oxygen depletion

Internal loading

phosphorus

Algae blooms



Highland Lake Water Quality
1970s – 1990s
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Watershed Stewardship



Highland Lake Water Quality
1995 - 2009
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Highland Lake Water Quality
1995 - 2009



Contact:

www.maine.gov/dep

Wendy Garland
(207) 615-2451

wendy.garland@maine.gov
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